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He crossed from Marseilles to Ajaccio, and suffered much on the voyage, though he travelled on the mail steamer from Toulon, and spent a great deal of money by doing this. However, he was really trying to be economical, as on his way to Marseilles he had lived on ten sous' worth of milk a day, and when he reached there he put up at an hotel where his room cost fifteen sous and his dinner thirty.
The scenery of Corsica was, he said, magnificent; but he did not much appreciate Ajaccio, where he had to wait some time for a boat to take him to Sardinia, and said the civilisation was as primitive as that of Greenland.    His  only consolation about the delay was in the idea that he would have time to go on with " La Premiere Demoiselle," for which George Sand predicted a great success, while his sister told him it was superb.    Therefore, as he had written the " Physiologic du Manage " and " La Peau de Chagrin" against the advice of Madame de Berny, he determined to continue his play  in  spite of Madame  Hanska's  disapproval. His five days' voyage to Sardinia was most uncomfortable,  as   he   travelled   in   a   rowing-boat belonging to French coral fishers.    The food consisted of execrable soup, made from the fish caught by the fishermen during the voyage ; and Balzac had to sleep on the bridge, where he was devoured by insects.    To add to his misfortunes, the boat was kept for five days in quarantine in view of the port, and the inhabitants refused to give thegere."lead, and most probalbly xil were left in the vicinity of the mines. lit*asterly defence of his
